To:  Fagen,  Eiizabeth[Fagen. Eiizabeth@epa.gov];  Wharton,  Steve[Wharton. Steve@epa.gov] 

From:  Schmittdiel,  Paula 

Sent:  Tue  8/11/2015  7:46:31  PM 

Subject:  FW:  Gold  King  Mine  spill  response 


I forwarded  this  on  to  the  Incident  Command  Center  - Ostrander,  et.  al. 


Paula  Schmittdiel 
Remedial  Project  Manager 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
1595  Wynkoop  St. 

Denver,  CO  80202 
Office:  303-312-6861 
Fax:  303-312-7151 
Cell:  720-951-0795 


From:  Kautsky,  Mark  [mailto:Mark.Kautsky@lm.doe.gov] 

Sent:  Tuesday,  August  1 1,  2015  1:39  PM 

To:  Dominick  Orlando  (Dominick.orlando@nrc.gov) 

Cc:  joni  nofchissey;  Steve  Austin;  Gil,  April;  Bush,  Richard;  Dayvault,  Jalena;  Nattis,  Randy; 
Schmittdiel,  Paula;  Miller,  David  (CONTR);  Melvin  Badonie 
Subject:  Gold  King  Mine  spill  response 


Nick- 

I learned  today  that  the  Navajo  Nation  has  restricted  pumping  of  groundwater  within  14  mile  of 
the  San  Juan  River  because  of  concerns  about  impacts  to  alluvial  aquifers  by  the  recent  discharge 
of  mine  drainage  from  Gold  King  Mine  into  the  Cement  Creek/ Animas  River  system. 
Consequently,  Fm  directing  our  contractor  to  temporarily  suspend  pumping,  at  wells  1104  and 
1089  and  Trench  1,  at  the  floodplain  aquifer  near  the  disposal  cell  at  the  Shiprock  UMTRCA 
site,  effective  immediately,  until  the  restriction  is  lifted.  I am  also  directing  our  contractor  to 
delay  the  restart  of  pumping  operations  at  Trench  2 until  the  pumping  restriction  is  lifted.  These 
actions  are  prudent  because  of  the  close  proximity  of  the  pumping  wells  to  the  San  Juan  River 
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and  because  of  the  institutional  restrictions  that  are  now  in  force.  I will  direct  our  contractor  to 
resume  pumping  from  wells  104  and  1089  and  Trench  1,  and  restart  pumping  from  Trench  2, 
after  the  pumping  restriction  is  lifted.  I will  let  you  know  when  that  occurs. 


Please  contact  me  if  you  have  questions  or  comments. 

Thank  you, 

Mark  Kautsky 
U.S.  Department  of  Energy 
2597  Legacy  Way 
Grand  Junction,  CO  81503 

Phone  970-248-6018 

Cellular  970-216-6462 

Email  mark.kautskv@lm.doe.gov 


1780878 


ED  000552B  00002590-00002 


